Impaired Waters - Minnesota's Impaired Waters and Total Maximum Daily Loads - Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

@ Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

Home

| Site Index

| Glossary | What's New | Ask MPCA

| Visitor Center

Minnesota's Impaired
Waters and TMDLS

Assessment and

Listing:

. Water Quality
Assessment

. 303d TMDL List of
Impaired Waters

. Maps of TMDL
Impaired Waters

TMDL Projects:

. All Projects and Staff
Contacts

. Draft/Public Noticed
TMDLs

. Approved TMDLs and

Implementation Plans
. TMDLs Underway

Project Resources:
. Financial Assistance

and Contracting
. Meetings and Events
. Fact Sheets and
Publications
. Policy and Guidance

. Training

References:

. Glossary
. Laws and Requlations

. More Information

Clean Water Council

Related Pages:

Stormwater Programs
and Impaired Waters

MPCA Home > Water > Basins/Watersheds > Minnesota's Impaired Waters and Total Maximum Daily

Loads > Impaired Waters

Minnesota's Impaired Waters and TMDLs
Impaired Waters

Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act requires states to publish
and update a list of waters that are not meeting one or more
water-quality standards. The list, known as the 303(d) Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) list, is updated every two years
(the next list will be approved in 2008). Following assessment of
water quality data and an extensive public participation process,
the draft TMDL list is submitted to the U.S. EPA for final
approval.

Minnesota's 2008 TMDL list contains 1,475 impairments on 336
rivers and 510 lakes. Minnesota’s 2006 list contained 2,250
impairments on 284 rivers and 1,013 lakes. The main reason for
the decrease in total numbers in 2008 is the approved Mercury
TMDL. The 2008 TMDL list contains target schedules to address
listed waters through TMDL projects.

As noted above, the 2008 final TMDL List contains 1,475
impairments. This is the list for which TMDL pollution reduction
studies are required. But this is not the complete list of all
impaired waters. The Inventory of impaired waters includes
those needing a TMDL plan as noted above and those for which
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plans has already been developed and approved by US EPA. The Inventory also
includes waterbodies that are naturally impaired, such as the arsenic exceedances

in the Red River of the North.

While the final 2008 TMDL List has 1,475 impairments, the Inventory of all
impaired waters contains 2,575 impairments. The main differences are the
approved Statewide Mercury TMDL and the approved Southeast Regional Fecal
Coliform TMDL. Waters in the Inventory of impaired waters will remain there until

they meet water quality standards.

2008 Final TMDL List
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On June 10, 2008, Region 5 U.S. EPA approved the 2008 TMDL list.
Archived Final TMDL Lists of Impaired Waters

. E 2006 Final TMDL List of Impaired Waters

. 23 2004 Final TMDL List of Impaired Waters (approved by the U.S. EPA on
May 13, 2004)

. 23 2002 Final TMDL List of Impaired Waters (approved by the U.S. EPA on
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This page was last updated July 14, 2008

If you have suggestions on how we can improve this site, or if you have questions or problems, please contact us.
If you have questions or problems with this Web site, contact webmaster@pca.state.mn.us

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Phone: 651-296-6300, 800-657-3864; 24-hour emergency number: 651-649-5451 or 800-422-0798; TTY: 651-282-
5332,

TTY 24-hour emergency number: 651-297-5353 or 800-627-3529

MPCA Web Site Policies
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